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Examination of the New Castle Point Local Plan Inspector: Philip Lewis BA(Hons) MA MRTPI  

  

Programme Officer: Andrea Copsey  

In response to your e-mail/letter dated 09.08.21 

Dear Sir, 

I  wholly object to the above planning application for the additional following reasons: 

• Land north west of Thundersley  could see thousands of homes built, without any green belt 
being lost and therefore the Tory council’s plans are “not justified” as they have 
predominantly put the green belt sites in the plan and have by discounting the north west 
Thundersley site. The council is looking to mitigate that site and they have said themselves 
that its historic work . 

• CPBC  have first of all not justified the plan and not done the work that they needed to on 
the density of the town centre and main road site. 

• CPBC  have not demonstrated  that they have got exceptional circumstances to build on 
the propose greenbelt therefore it’s an unsound plan because they have already said they 
are working to make that site deliverable subsequently there’s evidence here that it is not a 
sound plan. 

• The Castle Point MP Rebecca Harris our own MP from their own Conservative party has 
said that CPBC plan is unsound. 

• In light of mental health during and post lockdown established how important the loss of bio 
diversity, natural habitat and places for wildlife to live are equally important to the health of 
the residents of Castle Point. 

• Over population of Castle Point when it is already one of the most populated boroughs in 
Essex relative to it’s small land area. The ONS is planning on publishing the initial findings 
from the Census in March 2022 for up to date figures. 

• Worsening of congestion on the already crowded roads – demonstrated a number of time in 
2021 when one accident on the A127 and A13 led to a complete gridlock in Castle Point 
which prevented residents being able to leave the area. 

• Increase in air pollution from increased car and lorry traffic much of which passes primary 
schools in Castle Point. 

• Further over stretching of local healthcare provision – Castle Point has the longest waiting 
list times ‘’Castle Point and Rochford, in Essex, had the highest proportion of people waiting 



over 52 weeks for care - 573 per 100,000, at the end of March - whereas in south-west 
London there were just 24.’’ (BBC News June 2021) 

• A lack of educational services for the planned vastly increased population of the area when 
schools in Benfleet are already at capacity. 

• Removal of land/stables where horses can be kept leading to loss of recreational provision 
in the area especially for youths; there are no other facilities in Benfleet for this provision. 

• A total negative transformation of the character of the area. 
• Infrastructure such as sewage and water have already failed a number of time this year 

2021 leading to main road closures and the main sewage pumping house failing. 
• Castle Point has brown field sites that could cope with a Local Plan but with homes being 

built but on a far lower scale. Another important factor is that the homes that are built needs 
to be affordable housing and accommodation for elderly people – this has not been 
proposed by Persimmon when looking at the Jotmans site; these needs should be met by a 
sensible, sound and legal Local Plan that is focussed on the needs of existing residents 
instead of the ambitions of property developers! Councillors who are currently elected to 
CPBC have found other sites that need to be included eg The Blinking Owl site off of the 
A127. 

 

Regards 

Mrs Tova Breach 




